SUPPORTING THE SPORTING STARS OF TOMORROW IN SOUTH WILTSHIRE

On Tuesday 1 March 2011,  six young sports stars received a Mike Slade Sports Scholarship at the Salisbury and South Wiltshire Sports Club.

Now in its fifteenth year, the Mike Slade Sports Scholarship Fund was set up in memory of Councillor Mike Slade to assist young sports stars in south Wiltshire with coaching and expenses. Cllr Slade was instrumental in developing the original Sport & Recreation Strategy for Salisbury and district.  He was also a very keen sportsman who believed strongly in the benefits of the scholarship, which is funded by donations from the Slade family, Wiltshire Council and Salisbury Area Sport.
The fund is open to individuals or teams aged between 8-17 years old who reside in south Wiltshire and who are beginning to demonstrate potential at their sport and  may be competing at local or regional level, but not yet at national level. This year the scholarship gave a total of £1,300 in scholarships to young athletes.
With the London 2012 Olympics just over the horizon our young athletes with the potential today – could become the Olympians of tomorrow.
This year’s recipients are:

· Rory Burton – 14 years old
Rory is a talented swimmer from Durrington Otters club who has already attracted the attention of the ASA Playground to Podium scheme. This grant is given to enable Rory to attend specialist training sessions at Pewsey and Bryanston School. 
· 
Evie Cummings – 15 years old
Evie is a member of Salisbury Athletics club and a sprinter. She has competed at the English schools Champions and South west regional Championship. This grant will enable Evie to receive specialist coaching from a sports scientist.
· 
Ben Draper – 12 years old
Ben  is a member of South Wilts Cricket Club and has represented the juniors since the age of 5. The grant will contribute to the cost of receiving specialist one to one wicket keeping coaching at Hampshire’s Rosebowl indoor school
· 
Sidney Fenwick – 10 years old
Sidney is a member of Durrington Otters swimming club competing in regional championships. The grant will contribute to the cost of Sidney attending the ASA South West Region School of Swimming Development Course at Bryanston School in August.


· Astou Glaisyer-Sidibe – 8 years old
Astou is a member of the Southampton Diving Academy and has been demonstrating considerable potential already.  The grant will contribute to the cost of Astou attending numerous specialist 1 day back dive clinics over the coming year.


· Alex Mundell – 15 years old
Alex is a talented middle distance athlete from Salisbury Athletics Club. She has competed in both English Schools and South West regional Championships. The grant will contribute to the costs of attending a residential athletics camp at Brunel University in the summer. The camp provides specialist advice from top class athletes such as Sally Gunnell and Mo Farrar and advice on nutrition, physiology and sports psychology.

Wiltshire Council’s Cabinet Member for Sport, Leisure and Culture, Cllr Stuart Wheeler said: “The scholarship has been a big success story. Since the Scholarship began fifteen years ago a total of £16,000 has been awarded to young people in a variety of sports ranging from cricket to gymnastics and canoeing to boxing, awards have been made to both individuals and groups of athletes.  It is a wonderful that this great legacy of Cllr Slade’s is helping to support local and very talented young sports stars.”
End

For further information on this grant fund please contact Tamzin Ewers, Funding and Events Manager, 01380 734611
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