FRIENDS OF SOUTHAMPTON DIVING ACADEMY

(FOSDA)

CHAIRS REPORT TO THE AGM: SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2009 
This has been a busy year for FOSDA, with some new initiatives and re-runs of popular events.

On the fundraising front the big event was the Summer Lottery, sponsored by “One Touch Facilities and Solutions”.  The £1,000 provided by them for cash prizes was doubled and allowed FOSDA to support the Southampton Invitational by putting up prize money, which was used by SDA on the senior events.  We were also fortunate to have built for us by Linden Lodge School for children with disabilities a “thermometer”, which charted the amount raised week by week.  Both supporters came to us through the efforts of Blake and Debbie Aldridge, to whom we are very grateful.

The lottery was a success due to the hard work of a few people, notably Jan, Judith and Terri, but sadly we did have one casualty when Jan fell and broke her shoulder!  So the price of success was very high.

Our main regular income comes from raffles held at competitions, organised by Judith.  Many thanks to everyone who provides prizes to make these viable.

Under the guidance of Salim we have set up a “Hardship Fund” this year to support divers in challenging financial circumstances when attending competitions.  During the coming years we hope that the amount available through this fund will be increased and will make a significant difference to those who need help.

Funds have also been offered to SDA for the future to support all children attending national competitions.

On the practical front Alan produced the programme for this year’s Southampton Invitational, which was beautifully presented and well received by spectators.  FOSDA also supported the event by helping to “man” the front desk.

In the spring we held a very successful Easter Egg Hunt at Victoria Country Park, which was well attended by members of SDA and also included some of the children diving in the lessons scheme.  The Christmas party is still to come.

FOSDA continues to work to establish a good partnership with SDA and has recently held a joint committee meeting with the club, with a social gathering of the two committees coming up shortly.  The two organisations also have representation on one another’s committees.

We also joined SVS (Southampton Voluntary Services) this year, allowing us to obtain their advice and support with a whole range of issues.  In particular it will give us access to information on fundraising for the future.

In conclusion I would like to extend thanks to the whole of the enthusiastic and hard-working committee, without whom I would not be able to write this report!  We have said goodbye to our Secretary, Lulu and Vice Chair, Ian during the course of the year.  We are particularly indebted to Ian for his work in establishing FOSDA over the past several years and for his continued support behind the scenes, even though he is no longer a member of the committee.

Due to changes in my working and voluntary commitments in 2010 I am not standing for re-election to the committee, but wish the new committee every success for the future.

