World Cup, Changzhou, China June 2010


Friday 4th June - am - Chris Mears 

Chris Mears demonstrated his outstanding potential by becoming the first British male to make a semi final on the 3m springboard at this level of competition since 2004. Making a score of 424 points to place him 9th in the preliminary round and scoring 398 points in the semi final Chris showed that he is on track to make a real impact in the world over the next few years and is a strong contender for both the individual and synchronised 3m events at the Olympics in 2012. And all this comes on the back of Chris surviving a near fatal illness at the beginning of 2009, necessitating a long recovery period and months out of training. 

Friday 4th June - pm - Stacie Powell 

Southampton’s contribution to British success at the Diving World Cup in Changzhou, China continued today through Stacie Powell when she took 4th place in the Women’s synchronised 10m platform event with partner Rebecca Gallantree from Leeds. Equalling the highest international finish ever by a British pair in this event, a record set by Stacie and her previous partner, Tonia Couch, in 2006, the girls also made the highest ever score by a British pair Internationally and were less than a point from the medals, just edged out by the Canadian pair, with China and Australia taking gold and silver respectively. Stacie and Rebecca have only been training together for 8 months and have had their preparation hampered by injury and distance.  In April Stacie was forced to withdraw from the individual 10m platform event at the FINA Grand prix event in Montreal, Canada, due to problems with her back, which have yet to be resolved.  

Saturday 5th June - pm - Peter Waterfield and Max Brick 

Peter Waterfield and Max Brick continued Southampton's run of success in the mens 10m synchro final today. A very consistent list of dives, including a personal best score on their first two required dives and a personal best overall score saw the pair complete an impressive performance to finish in 6th place. Gold went to China, silver to Russia and bronze to Cuba.

Sunday 6th June - am

Max Brick made his first ever World semi final today with some excellent dives and a new personal best score of 444 points in the mens 10m individual event.  He raised his game brilliantly to take 13th place in the prelims. He performed a fabulous armstand back double s/s with 1.5 twists to achieve his highest ever score on this dive in the semi finals but, in a very strong field, could not quite do enough to progress to the final. 

Peter Waterfield conserved his energy, performing an excellent 207c , on the way to 451 points and 12th place in the prelim. He stepped up his game with 6 good dives in the semi-finals to reach the finals ranked in 5th place behind the two Chinese, Jose Guerra from Cuba and Olympic Champion Matthew Mitcham from Australia. At last in the final the crowd got to see Pete’s full ability when he scored straight 10’s on his armstand back triple somersaults in the tuck position.  However a mistake on his reverse 3.5 s/s left him in 6th place overall with a final score of 500 points. This is his best result in this event since 2004, when he came 5th at the Olympic Games.  Since then he has had a battle with injury, but following shoulder surgery he is now making a come-back and this was an important step towards his final goal.

